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j WELSH  BOARD  OF  HEALTH 

RECEIVED 

2 2 MAR  1941 

.1. 


Pontypridd  Urban  District  Council 


-a- 


ANNUAL 

REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


FOR  THE  YEAR 

1039. 


— » — 

A.  G.  M.  SEVERN,  M.A.,  M.D.,  D.P.H., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  School  Medical 
Officer  and  Medical  Superintendent  of  the 
Isolation  and  Smallpox  Hospitals. 


Percy  S.  Phillips,  Printer,  Pontypridd. 
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Pontypridd  Urban  District  Council 

» 

ANNUAL 

REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

FOR  THE  YEAR 

1930. 

— » — 

A.  G.  M.  SEVERN,  M.A.,  M.D.,  D.P.H., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  School  Medical 
Officer  and  Medical  Superintendent  of  the 
Isolation  and  Smallpox  Hospitals. 


Pontypridd  Urban  District  Council. 


Chairman  of  the  Council : 

Councillor  E.  MORGAN  PHILLIPS,  J.P. 


COMMITTEES,  1939-1940. 


Health  Committee  : 

Chairman  : Councillor  C.  H.  JAMES, 

Councillor  ARTHUR  BROWN. 

„ A.  J.  CHAMPION. 

„ H.  G.  A.  DARKE. 

„ DANIEL  FRANK  EVANS,  J.P. 

II.  GARDNER. 

„ JOHN  HOWELL,  J.P. 

„ C.  II.  JAMES. 

„ E.  P.  JAMES. 

„ D.  T.  JONES. 

„ J.  COLENSO  JONES,  M.B.E. 

„ J.  WYNNE  JONES. 

„ WILLIAM  JONES. 

„ II.  G.  JOSHUA. 

„ EVAN  MORGAN. 

„ GEORGE  PAGET. 

E.  MORGAN  PHILLIPS,  J.P. 

„ J.  POWDERIIILL.  C.C. 

„ G.  E.  PUGH. 

„ Mrs.  BLODWEN  RANDELL. 

„ I).  J.  RICHARDS. 

„ G.  II.  ROGERS. 

„ EDWIN  ROWBOTHAM. 

„ A.  SEYMOUR. 

„ IIOPKIN  SMITH,  C.C. 

„ A.  R.  WATKINS. 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee. 


Chairman  : Councillor  Mrs.  B.  RANDELL. 


The  Members  ol  the  Health  Committee,  together  with 
the  following  co-opted  Members: — 


Mrs.  A.  FLOYD. 
Mrs.  L.  I.  HOBBS. 
Mrs.  A.  JOHN. 

Mrs.  A.  JONES. 


Mrs.  W.  JONES. 

Mrs.  M.  M.  MARRAN. 
Mrs.  II.  L.  PORCIIER. 
Mrs.  G.  TOOMEY. 


Solicitor  : Clerk  of  the  Council  : Mr.  II.  LEONARD  PORCIIER. 
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Pontypridd  Representatives  on  the  Pontypridd  and  Caerphilly 
Joint  Smallpox  Hospital  Committee  : 

CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  HEALTH  COMMITTEE  : 
Councillor  E.  ROWBOTHAM. 

Councillor  A.  SEYMOUR. 


Public  Health  Department  Staff 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Medical  Superintendent  of  the 
Isolation  and  Smallpox  Hospitals  : 

A.  G.  M.  SEVERN,  M A.  (Camb.),  M.D.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P., 

D.P.H. 

Assistant  Medical  Officer  : 

DORIS  WILLIAMS,  M.B.,  B.S.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

Specialist  Medical  Officers  (part-time)  : 
Orthopaedic  Surgeon  : 

J.  BERRY  HAYCRAFT,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  (Ed.),  F.R.C.S.  (Eng.). 

Ophthalmic  Surgeon  : 

BERNARD  GLUCK,  M.A.,  M.B.,  M.Ch.,  D.O.M.S., 
F.R.C.S.  (Ed.). 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Surgeon  : 

R.  D.  OWEN,  B.Sc.,  F.R.C.S.  (Ed.). 

Medical  Officers  (part-time)  : 

SYBIL  M.  MORGAN,  B.Sc.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.ll.C.P. 

GLADYS  M.  AITKEN,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

GRACE  M.  PHILLIPS,  M.ll.C.S.  (Eng.),  L.ll.C.P.  (Loud.). 

M.C.O.G. 

Dental  Surgeon  : 

J.  I.  HUGHES,  L.D.S. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  : 
a.  MIC  HAEL  DALEY. 


Sanitary  Inspectors  ; 

a.b.  D.  G.  DAVIES, 
a.b.  J.  E.  DAVIES. 


Caretaker,  Public  Abattoir  : 

R.  J.  STROUD. 

Ambulance  Driver  and  Disinfector  : 

A.  H.  SEYMOUR. 

Health  Visitors  : 

e.d.e.f.  BEATRICE  M.  DAVIES, 

c.f.  FANNY  EVANS, 
c.d.  DOROTHY  C.  HOPKIN. 
c.d.g.  GWENDA  M.  WILLIAMS  (Orthopaedic). 

Chief  Clerk  : 

*E.  J.  LEWIS. 

Clerks  : 

♦J.  SOULSBY.  *K.  WRIDE. 

*A.  L.  GLAVES.  ETHEL  M.  HARVEY. 

I.  EVANS.  *D.  E.  LEWIS. 

•■'Engaged  also  on  clerical  work  in  connection  with  the  School 

Medical  Service. 

Matron  of  Isolation  Hospital  : 

d. e.  EDITH  CUTTER  (Retired  April,  1939). 

e. d.e.  C.  E.  REES  (Commenced  May,  1939). 

a.  Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  for  Sanitary 

Inspectors. 

b.  Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  for  Inspector  of 

Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

c.  Certificate  of  Central  Midwives’  Board  or  State  Certified 

Midwife. 

d.  State  Registered  Nurses 

e.  Registered  Fever  Nurse. 

I.  Certificate  ol  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  for  Health  Visi- 
tors and  School  Nurses. 

g.  Orthopaedic  Trained  Nurse. 
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Pontypridd  Urban  District  Council. 


Annual  Report  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Public  Health  Department, 

Municipal  Buildings, 

Pontypridd. 

1940. 

To  the  Chan  man  and  Members  of  the  Pontypridd  Urban 
District  Council. 

Mrs.  Randell  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  for  your  consideration  the 
Annual  Report  of  the  Health  Department  for  the  year  1939. 
considerably  abbreviated  and  condensed  on  account  of 
conditions  arising  out  of  the  war.  All  the  more  important 
.statistical  information  is  given  in  full,  but  this  report  should 
be  read  in  conjunction  with  the  previous  years  Annual 
Report  for  details  of  the  Council’s  varied  services  in  relation 
to  public  health. 

Unemployment  was  much  less  in  evidence  in  1939, 
particularly  towards  the  latter  end  of  the  year,  when  so 
many  of  our  population  were  engaged  on  work  of  national 
importance. 

Pontypridd  is  scheduled  as  a Reception  Area,  although 
no  official,  and  but  few  unofficial,  evacuees  came  to  this 
district  in  1939. 

Much  of  the  Department’s  energies  has  lately  been 
devoted  to  the  organisation  ol  the  Casualty  Services  in 
connection  with  A.R.P.,  the  present  state  of  which  may  be 
regarded  as  fairly  satisfactory.  A large  amount  of  voluntary 
assistance  has  been  recruited,  and  a constant  rota  of  trained 
personnel  provided  in  Fixed  First  Aid  Posts,  first  Aid  Pait\ 
Depots  and  other  branches  of  this  important  obligation. 

In  October,  powers  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1938,  were  delegated  to  the  Urban  District  C ouncil,  who 
thereupon  assumed  those  functions  under  this  head  oimei  y 

carried  out  bv  the  Glamorgan  C ounty  C ouik  il. 
w * 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  G.  M.  SEVERN, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


SUMMARY  OF  GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Resident  Population  (Mid-year,  1939)  as  estimated 


by  Registrar  General  38,240 

Average  Population  Appropriate  to  the  Calculation 

of  Death  Rates 38,330 

Population  (Census,  1931) 42,717 

Area  (Acres)  8,140 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1939)  9.139 

Rateable  Value  (end  of  1939)  £152.117 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  £550 


SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

BIRTHS  : — 

Legitimate  Males,  241.  Females,  280.  Total,  527  | 
Illegitimate  Males,  12.  Females,  7.  Total,  19  | o4tj 
Birth  Rate  u .. 


DEATHS  : — Males,  300.  Females,  259.  Total  . . 559 

Death  Rate  ^ j. 

Percentage  of  Total  Deaths  occurring  in  Public  In- 
stitutions   o-r  o 


DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  under  1 year  : — 

Legitimate  Males,  14.  Females,  23.  Total,  37  ) 

Illegitimate  Males,  0.  Females,  0.  Total.  0 / 

Infant  Death  Rate,  per  1,000  Live  Births  : 

Legitimate,  70.2.  Illegitimate,  0.0.  Total  

Neo. -Natal  Death  Rate  (up  to  4 weeks)  Total 

STILL -BIRTHS 

Legitimate  Males,  12.  Females,  19.  Total  31  1 

Illegitimate  Males,  0.  Females,  1.  Total  1 J 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 


Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  : 

(1)  Puerperal  sepsis 

(2)  Other  puerperal  causes 


Rate  per  1,000 
(live  and  still 
Deaths,  births). 

2 3.4 

3 5.2 


Total 


Cancer  (all  ages)  

Measles  (all  ages)  

Whoopiiiig  tough  (all  ages) 
Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) 


Death-rate 
Total  per  1,000 
Deaths.  Population. 
• 62  ] .62 

0 0.00 

2 0.05 

3 0.07 
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TABLE  I. 

VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  WHOLE  DISTRICT  DURING 
1939  AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 


Population. 

Births. 

Total  Deaths 
Registered  in 
the  District. 

Transferable 

Deaths. 

Nett  Deaths  belonging 
to  the  District. 

Year. 

For  Birth  Rate. 

For  Death  Rate. 

£ 

<a 

£> 

£ 

s 

Z 

Rate. 

Number. 

4) 

3 

X 

Of  Non-Residents 
Registered 
in  the  District. 

Of  Residents 
not  registered 
in  the  District. 

Under  1 year 
of  age. 

At  all 
Ages. 

Number. 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Births. 

Number. 

Rate  per 
1,000 

Population. 

1930 

45320 

45320 

777 

17.1 

510 

11.2 

107 

68 

52 

66.9 

471 

10.4 

1931 

42950 

42950 

710 

16.5 

595 

13.8 

119 

87 

53 

74.6 

563 

13.1 

932 

42670 

42670 

709 

16.4 

599 

14.0 

112 

58 

49 

69.1 

545 

12.8 

1933 

42580 

42580 

758 

17.8 

591 

13.9 

133 

88 

63 

83.1 

546 

12.8 

1934 

42020 

42020 

728 

17.3 

577 

13.4 

151 

92 

49 

67.3 

518 

12.3 

1935 

41240 

41240 

692 

16.8 

604 

14.6 

164 

64 

42 

60.7 

504 

12.2 

1936 

40100 

40100 

627 

15.6 

623 

15.5 

152 

54 

33 

52.6 

525 

13.1 

1937 

39070 

39070 

637 

16-3 

646 

16.3 

166 

89 

44 

69.0 

569 

14.5 

1938 

38610 

38610 

551 

14.3 

585 

15.2 

146 

no 

48 

87.1 

529 

13.7 

1939 

38240 

38330 

546 

14.3 

639 

16.6 

160 

O 

00 

37 

72.1 

559 

14.6 

HOSPITALS  AND  INSTITUTIONAL  PROVISION  FOR 
MOTHERS  OR  CHILDREN. 

The  staff,  both  nursing  and  domestic,  of  the  Council’s 
Isolation  Hospital  at  Tonteg  has  been,  augmented,  in  order 
to  facilitate  the  care  and  treatment  of  the  patients. 

The  Joint  Smallpox  Hospital  at  Mynydd  Mayo  is  being 
utilised  for  the  reception  of  evacuees  needing  minor  medical 
attention,  or  temporary  hostel  accommodation. 

Other  hospital  and  institutional  provision  outlined  in 
last  year’s  Annual  Report  remains  the  same,  subject  to  the 
exigencies  of  A.R.P.  and  the  emergency  treatment  of  air- 
raid casualties  which  may  be  involved. 
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AMBULANCE  FACJ LITIES. 

(A) .  For  Infectious  Diseases.  The  Council’s  motor 
ambulance  provides  transport  for  infectious  eases  to  the 
Council’s  Isolation  Hospitals. 

(B) .  For  Non-Infectious  and  Accident  Cases.  All  th  : 

colliery  companies  are  required  to  provide  suitable  ambu- 
lances. One  large  colliery  company  has  made  arrangements 
with  the  Order  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem  for  a motor  ambu- 
lance service.  The  cars  of  the  Order  are  also  available  for 
any  persons  who  require  them  on  payment  of'  the  necessary 
charges. 

(C) .  For  Maternity  Patients.  Transport  for  maternity 
cases  to  hospital  is  provided  by  the  motor  ambulance  cf  the 
Llwynypia  Hospital.  A suitable  privately  owned  ambulance 
car  is  also  available  locally  for  hire  when  required. 

The  above  Ambulance  services  may  be  regarded  as 
adequate  to  the  needs  of  the  district  and  population. 

CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

A complete  list  of  the  above  was  given  in  last  year’s 
Annual  Report,  and  there  has  been  no  change  due  to  the  war 
or  other  cause,  with  one  exception  ; the  Glamorgan  County 
Council  having  taken  over  the  ground  lloor  of  the  Central 
Clinic  premises  for  use  as  a Fixed  First  Aid  Post  fer  A.R  P„ 
the  Town  Ward  Child  Welfare  Ccnt  e was  transferred  to  the 
Wesleyan  Church  Schoolroom,  Gel li wasted  Road,  imme- 
diately after  the  outbreak  of  war. 

BIRTH  CONTROL  AND  MINOR  GYNAECOLOGICAL 
CLINIC. 

The  scope  of  1 his  clinic,  which  is  administered  by  the 
Health  Committee,  includes  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of 
minor  diseases  of  women  ; Dr.  Sybil  Morgan  continues  to  be 
the  medical  officer  in.  charge.  The  consulting  gynaecologist 
is  Prof.  G.  I Strachan,  F.R.C.S.  (Eng.),  and  Dr.  Kingsley 
Lewis  the  anaesthetist. 

One  case  was  sent  to  the  Pontypridd  and  District  Hospi- 
tal lor  operation  under  this  scheme,  which  operation  was 
performed  by  Prof.  Strachan. 

Mrs.  Archibald  Daniel,  a voluntary  helper  for  many 
years  at  this  clinic,  kindly  submits  the  following  brief  report 
on  the  year’s  work  : 
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Attendance  at  this  clinic  has  been  steadily  maintained 
showing  a slight  increase  on  former  years. 

2.38  visits  have  been  paid,  58  being  paid  by  new  patients 
and  180  being  return  visits.  The  majority  of  patients  have 
required  advice  and  treatment  for  gynaecological  conditions, 
as  well  as  advice  on  birth  control.  * 10  patients  were  found 
to  be  suffering  from  conditions  of  such  a nature  as  to  require 
operative  or  hospital  treatment,  and  were  referred  to  their 
own  doctors.  3 were  found  to  be  pregnant,  and  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Ante-natal  clinic. 

A large  number  of  patients  were  referred  from  the 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  clinics  by  Dr.  Severn,  Dr. 
Doris  \\  illiams  and  Dr.  Gladys  Aitken.  Other  patients 
have  been  sent  to  the  clinic  by  the  following  doctors  : — 
Dr.  Kingsley  Lewis,  Dr.  Gwyn  Evans,  Dr.  Jenkins,  Dr. 
Melbourne  Thomas,  Dr.  James,  Dr.  Edward  Evans  and  Dr. 
Grace  Phillips. 

There  have  been  no  patients  referred  from  other  areas.” 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

Infant  Welfare  Centres.  The  war  has  not  led  to  any 

alteration  in  the  number  of  Centres,  or  the  regularity  of  the 
sessions  held,  although  it  has  been  found  advisable  to  advance 
the  times  of  commencement  to  meet  the  conditions  of  the 
“black-out.” 

The  total  attendances  at  the  four  Centres  during  the 
year  was  4.302,  as  compared  with  6,260  in  1938. 


The  days  and  times  of  meeting  and  the  average  attend- 
ances per  session  at  each  centre  are  set  out  below  : — 


Centre. 

Day  and  Time 
of  Meeting. 

Average 

Attendances 

1. 

Town  Centre  . . . . 

Tuesday,  1.30  p.m. 

37 

2. 

Rhydyfelin  Centre.  . 

Wednesday,  1.30  p.m 31 

3. 

Cilfynydd  Centre  . . 

Alternate  Fridays,  1. 

30  p.m.  16 

4. 

Rhondda  Centre  . . 

Alternate  Tuesdays  1.30  p.m  23 

Sale  of  Dried  Milk,  etc.,  at  Clinics.  The  total  value  of 
dried  milk,  cod  liver  oil  emulsion  and  vitamin  preparations 
sold  at  cost  price  during  the  year  ended  December  31st,  1939, 
amounted  to  £910. 


II 


Ante-Natal  Clinic.  Sessions  are  held  in  the  Central  Clinic 
premises  each  Thursday  afternoon  at  two  o’clock. 

The  attendances  are  very  satisfactory  and  represent 
98  per  cent,  of  the  total  notified  births  during  this  period. 


Total  attendances  for  1939  :■ — 


First  Visits 568 

Re-visits 2,005 


2,573 


Average  attendances  per  session  . . 49 

Comparative  figures  for  1938  are  : — 

First  visits 517 

Re-visits  1,537 

2,054 

Average  attendances  per  session.  ...  40 


Infant  Life  Protection.  Children  Act,  1908  ; Children  and 
Young  Persons  Acts,  1932  and  1933. 

, ..  , .f  i 

The  Council’s  Health  Visitors,  appointed  Infant  Pro- 
tection Visitors,  continue  to  carry  out  their  duties  under  the 
Act. 


No  deliberate  contraventions  of  any  of  , he  provisions  of 
those  parts  ol  the  Acts  for  which  the  Local  Authoritv  is 
responsible  were  reported  during  the  year. 

Supply  of  Milk  to  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers  and  Young 
Children  (Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Act,  1918). 

1 he  administration  ol  the  scheme  in  connection  with  the 
Council’s  maternity  and  child  welfare  centres  and  ante-natal 
clinics  was  continued  substantially  on  the  same  lines  as  in 
previous  years.  The  total  cost  of  fresh  milk,  dried  milk 
and  cod  liver  oil  preparations  supplied  free  for  the  twelve 
months  ended  31st  March,  1940,  amounted  to  approximately 
£541.  The  comparative  cost  for  the  previous  year  was  £655. 
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The  198!)  applications  granted  were  divided  as  follows  : — 

Year  Year 

1939—  1938— 

40  39 

Expectant  and  nursing  mothers  receiving 
a supply  of  milk  free  of  charge  for  one 
month  598  847 

■Children  under  live  years  of  age  receiving 

a supply  of  milk  or  cod-liver  oil  pre- 
parations free  of  charge  for  one 
mo:  th  1568  2122 

■Grants  free  of  cost  under  this  scheme  are  made  to  : — 

(a)  Expectant  mothers  during  the  later  months  of 

pregnancy. 

(b)  Mothers  who  are  breast-feeding  their  infants. 

(c)  Children  up  to  school  age. 

Health  Visiting'.  The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work 


of  the  Health  Visitors  during  the  year  : — 

To  expectant  mothers:  First  visits 152 

Total  visits 817 

To  children  under  1 year  of  age  : First  visits  578 

Total  visits 1411 

To  children  between  the  age  of  1 and  5 years  : Total 

visits  1535 

Visits  to  investigate  infant  deaths  and  still-births  ....  44- 

Visits  and  re- visits  to  notified  cases  of  ophthalmia 

neonatorum  83 


Visits  to  notified  cases  of  puerperal  fever  and  puerperal 
pyrexia  

Visits  to  convalescent  cases  of  scarlet  lever  and  diph- 
theria after  discharge  from  the  Isolation  Hospital  28!) 

410 


Miscellaneous  visits 
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PROVISION  FOR  OPHTHALMIC  TREATMENT. 

The  examinations  are  carried  out  at  the  School  Clinic  by 


the  Ophthalmic  Surgeon  in  the  part-time  employment  of  the 
Education  Committee. 

Children  examined  during  1939 7 

Diagnosis  of  eye  defects  in  the  above  children  : — 

Squint : internal 1 

Lachrymal  obstruction 4 

Optic  atrophy  2 


PROVISION  FOR  DENTAL  TREATMENT. 

The  Dental  Surgeon  submits  the  following  record  of  the 
work  done  under  this  heading  in  the  course  of  the  year  : — 

(a)  Number  of  sessions  held 

(b)  Attendances  for  treatment — women. . . . 422  l 

Attendances  for  treatment — children  . . 30  | 

(c)  Absentees  and  postponed  visits 

(d)  Fillings:  (i)  n temporary  teeth 8 

(ii)  in  permanent  teeth  


rS) 


(e)  Extractions  : (i)  temporary 43 

(ii)  permanent  

(f)  Dentures  supplied  to  62  women  : — 

Full  sets 

Part  sets 

Remodelling  


69 

452 

120 

10 

783 

30 

27 


xIiE  PUERPERAL  PYREXIA  REGULATIONS,  1939. 

twelve  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  were  notified  during 
1939.  ‘ 

Hospital  accommodation,  both  at  the  Cardiff  Royal 
Inlii mary  and  Llwynypia  Hospital,  is  available,  if  required. 
Free  treatment  is  provided  in  necessitous  cases.  Four 
patients  were  admitted  to  Llwynypia  Hospital  for  in-patient 
treatment  under  these  Regulations  during  the  period  under 
review. 
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Mr.  G.  I.  Strachan,  F.R.C.S.  (Eng.)  (gynaecologist, 
"Cardiff  Royal  Infirmary,  acts  as  consultant  under  these 
arrangements.  His  services,  however,  were  not  called  upon 
during  the  year. 


CONSULTING  SERVICE  IN  MATERNITY  CASES. 


The  Rontypricld .Council. haye  a scheme  providing  for  the 
services  ol  a consultant  for  assisting  local  doctors  in  difficul- 
ties or  complications  arising  during  pregnancy  or  confinement. 

Mr.  Strachan.  F.R.C.S.  (Eng.)  is  the  obstetrician  ap- 
pointed under  the  same  conditions  as  at  present  apply  in 
cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia. 

This  surgeon’s  services  were  not  required  in  this  con- 
nection in  1939. 


Cases  of  pregnancy  likely  to  prove  complicated  or  diffi- 
cult arc  also  seen  by  arrangement  at  the  out-patient  depart- 
ment ol’  the  Lhvvnvpia  Hospital.  Reports  are  subsequently 
submitted  to  the  medical  staff  conducting  the  Council’s 
Ante-natal  Clinics.  A large  number  of  women  were  examined 
in  this  manner  by  the  Hospital  staff  during  1939.  The 
Council  provide  transport,  and  one  of  the  Health  Visitors 
accomoanies  the  eases  whenever  required. 


ORTHOPAEDIC  TREATMENT. 

There  has  been  no  alteration  in  the  Council’s  arrange- 
ments for  dealing  with  the  above  cases.  Expenditure  on 
this  service  during  the  financial  year  1939/40  amounted  to 
£222  as. compared  with  £186  for  the  previous  corresponding 
period. 

The  orthopaedic  surgeon,  Mr.  J.  Berry  Haycrafl . F.R.C.S. 
held  ore  clinic  session  during  1939  in  Pontypridd,  in  May. 

The  following  data  gives  an  indication  of  the  orthopaedic 
work  carried  out  by  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  De- 
art ment : — 

Number  of  new  cases  under  school  entry  age  exam- 
ined by  the  orthopaedic  surgeon  at  the  Ponty- 
pridd clinic  in  1939  9 


Number  of  old  cases  re-examined 


4 


The  above  nine  new  cases  were  diagnosed  and  treatment 
advised  as  follows 

Fiat  feet — corrected  boots  and  observation 2 

Flat  feet — observation  1 

Knock-knee — corrected  boots 1 

Contracture  of  fingers — cock-up  splint 1 

Bowing  of  tibia — observation  and  medicinal  treat- 
ment   2 

it* 

Congenital  deformity  of  left  arm — observation  ....  1 

Torticollis — collar  and  massage 1 

9 

Six  children  attended  the  out-patient  clinic  of  the  Prince 
of  Wales’  Hospital,  Cardiff,  as  emergency  cases  and  the 
diagnosis  with  treatment  recommended  was  as  follows  : — 

Talipes  (right  foot) — manipulation  and  strapping  . . 1 

Spinal  weakness — observation  1 

Congenital  dislocation  of  right  hip — X-ray  and  ad- 
mission to  hospital  1 

Torticollis  (left) — massage  1 

Torticollis  (right) — collar  and  massage 1 

Kohler’s  disease — evacuee  transferred  from  Coven- 
try— returned  home  1 

Particulars  of  other  orthopaedic  work  are  given  below  : — 

Appliances  supplied 1 

Appliances  repaired $ 

Inspections  by  Medical  Officer  at  Clinics 10 

Admitted  to  Hospital 1 

Discharged  from  Hospital 1 

Attended  out-patients’  department  of  the  Prince  of 

Wales’  Hospital,  Cardiff IS 

Boots  repaired  locally 91 

Boots  corrected  at  Prince  of  Wales’  Hospital  o 
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Visits  paid  treating  cases  at  home 22 

Visits  paid  inspecting  eases  after  discharge  from 

Hospital 139 

Visits  paid  by  children  for  treatment  at  Clinic 

(exercises,  etc.) 120 

Suspected  new  eases  seen  at  home 11 

Attendances  at  Clinic,  enquiries,  etc 99 

Other  visits  17 

ARTIFICIAL  LIGHT  CLINIC. 

Sessions  of  the  above  Clinic  are  now  held  four  times 
Weekly  instead  of  three  times,  as  was  formerly  the  case. 

There  has  been  no  alteration  in  the  equipment  or  mode 
of  treatment. 

No.  of  children 26 

No.  of  attendances  for  treatment  ....  587 

Diseases  or  ailments  treated  : — 

Malnutrition  10 

Anaemia  4 

Rickets  2 

Bronchial  catarrh 1 

Nervous  debility  2 

Debility 3 

Septic  dermatitis 1 

Wasting  of  leg  (right) 1 

Asthma  1 

Congenital  heart  disease 1 

26 

Dr.  Doris  Williams,  Asst.  M.O.II.,  reports  that  the 
majority  of  the  above  cases  gained  in  weight  and  showed 
considerable  improvement  in  health  as  a result  ol  the  treat- 
ment giver. 
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C OUNCIL'S  SCALES  OF  INCOME  FOR  DETERMINING 

NECESSITY. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  two.  approved  scales  of 
income  which  were  reproduced  in  the  Annual  Report  foi 
1 938. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 

Three  male  members  of  the  clerical  staff  left  -an.  the 
outbreak  of  war  to  join  the  armed  forces.  There  were  no 
other  staff  changes  of  importance. 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

There  has  been  no  alteration  in  the  facilities  provided 
. in  this  connection  detailed  in  previous,  reports.. 

MIDWIFER Y SERVICE. 

In  accordance  with  Part  II.  of  the. Midwives  Act,  1936, 
the  Glamorgan  County  Council,  as  the  Supervising  Authority 
for  this  district,  maintain  seven  permanent  and  two  per- 
manent relief  midwives  for  the  Pontypridd  area  and  these 
are  resident  in  the  respective  wards  of  the  town  as  follows 

Graig  1 Hopkinstown  1- 

Graigwen 1 Treforest  & Rhydyfelin  . . 2 

Cilfynvdd 1 

Coedpenmaen  1 

The  two  relief  midwives  are  delegated  to  the  Coedpenmaen 
and  Treforest  districts. 

MATERNITY  AND  NURSING  HOMES. 

Pontypridd  is  not  a local  supervising  authority  under 
Acts  relating  to  the  registration . of  maternity  and  other 
nursing  homes.  This  work  is  carried  out  for  the  Pontypridd 
area  by  the  Glamorgan  County  Council. 


MATER  NAL  MORTALITY. 

0 0 - 

In  the  course  of  the.. year  five  deaths  of  persons  resident 
within  the  area  werepregistered .attributable  to  causes  asso- 
ciated with  pregnancy...- . The  maternal  mortality  rate  for 
Pontypridd  in  1939  was  accordingly  9.1  per  thousand  live 
births  ; with  the  inclusion  of  still  births,  the  figure  is  reduced 
to  8.63.  These  death  rates  arc  in --excess  of  those  for  England 
and  Wales  as  a whole,  which  are  2.93  and  2.82  respectively. 
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LABORATORY  WORK  AND  FACILITIES. 

Arrangements  exist  with  the  Cardiff  and  County  Public 
Health  Laboratory  for  examination  of  pathological  specimens 
and  reports  thereon.  A table  is  given  below  showing  the 
results  of  examination  of  suspected  specimens  sent  to  the 
laboratory  during  the  year  1939. 


TABLE  II. 


Results. 

Num- 

ber. 

Posi- 

tive. 

Nega- 

tive. 

Swabs  for  diphtheria  bacilli  : — 
Throat 

1091 

168 

823 

Nasal  

332 

40 

292 

Sputum  for  tubercle  bacilli.  . . . 

37 

4 

33 

Pus  for  tubercle  bacilli 

1 

0 

1 

Blood  for  Widal  reaction 

15 

5 

10 

Faeces  for  enteric  bacilli 

42 

2 

40 

Cerebro- spinal  fluid  for  menin- 
gococci   

2 

1 

1 

Pus  for  bacteria 

2 

2 

0 

Hair  for  ringworm  spores 

1 

0 

1 

Faeces  for  dysentery  organisms 

1 

0 

1 

Milk  for  bacteriological  estima- 
tion and  tests  : 

“Tuberculin  Tested”  . . 

51 

0 

0 

“Pasteurised”  

20 

0 

0 

Ungraded  

36 

0 

0 

Milk  for  tubercle  bacilli  

3 

0 

0 

Water  for  bacteriological  and/or 
chemical  examination  .... 

8 

0 

0 

Total  1642 


Outfits  for  the  collection  of  specimens  for  transmission 
through  the  post  are  kept  at  the  office  of  the  Public  Health 
Department  for  the  use  of  the  medical  practitioners  of  the 
town. 
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ADOPTIVE  ACTS,  BYE-LAWS  AND  LOCAL  REGULA- 
TIONS RELATING  TO  PUBLIC  HEALTH  IN  FORCE  IN 

THE  DISTRICT. 

A complete  list  of  the  above  was  given  in  last  year’s 
Annual  Report.  There  is  nothing  to  add  for  the  year  under 
review. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  Pontypridd  and  Rhondda  Joint  Water  Board 
provides  an  ample  and  constant  service  of  pure  water  to  all  the 
houses  and  premises  in  this  locality  with  exceedingly  few 
exceptions.  Improvements  to  the  filtration  plant,  and 
in  the  chlorination  of  the  water  have  been  carried  out  by 
the  Board  during  the  year. 

The  M.O.H.  is  also  medical  officer  to  the  Board  for  the 
periodical  examination  of  all  employees  engaged  on  the 
Authority’s  reservoirs,  filtration  plant  and  water  mains. 

RAINFALL. 

The  following  statistics  cf  the  local  rainfall  and  the  data 
relating  to  the  water  supply  of  Pontypridd  for  the  year  1939 
have  been  kindly  provided  by  the  Engineer  and  Manager  of 
the  Joint  Water  Board. 

Number  of  houses  supplied  within  the  Pontypridd  area 
on  31st  December,  1939  . . . 8.986 

RAINFALL  REGISTERED  AT  LAN  WOOD  RESERVOIR 
PONTYPRIDD,  DURING  1939. 


Month. 

Inches. 

January  

February  

March 

April  

May  

June  

July 

August 

September  . 

October 

November  .... 

. . . . ] 4.73 

December  

Total  

20 


The  average  rainfall  recorded  at  the  above  station  for 
the  last  ten  years  is  60.02  inches. 

The  numbers  of  samples  of  water  from  public  supply, 
springs,  etc.,  taken  by  the  Health  Department  during  1939 
tor  bacteriological  and  chemical  analysis  were  as  follows  : — 


TABLE  III. 


Number  of 
Samples. 

Satis- 

factory. 

Unsatis- 

factory. 

Raot.eriologieal  . . . . 

. . . . s 

6 

2 

Chemical 

. ) 

8 

8 

— 

Totals  . . . 

16 

14 

j 2 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

A. complete  water-carriage  system  of  sewerage,  seventeen 
miles  in  length,  controlled  by  the  Pontypridd  and  Rhondda 
Joint  Sewerage  Board,  extends  fiom  the  Rhondda  Urban- 
Area  to  the  sea.  All  authorised  inhabited  houses  in.  the 
Pontypridd  urban  locality  are  connected  with  this  main 
sewer,  with  the  exception  of  approximately  110  dwellings, 
which  lie  outside  the  statutory  distance. 

In  addition  to  the  above  a number  of  vans  and  tem- 
porary dwellings  ‘in  the  area  are  of  necessity  employing  the 
conservancy . system  of  sewage  disposal. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

There  are  approximately  106  houses  in  the  district 
without  depurate'  closet  accommodation,  one  water  closet 
serving  the  needs- of- two  -houses.  A small  proportion  of 
water  closets  in  Pontypridd  were  not  fitted  with  proper 
flushing  tanks  wheirthe  plans  for  the  premises  were  originally 
approved,  and  these  are  presumably  cleansed  by  means  ol 
waste  water.  Each  year  this  number  is  being  reduced 
through  the  efforts  of  the- Sanitary -Department  as  oppor- 
tunity arises.  


SCAVENGING.  ‘ ' 

The  collection  of  house  and  trade  refuse  is  under  the 
administration  of  -tire  • Surveyor’s  • -Department,  and  the 
arrangements  for  collection  are  as  stated  in  previous  repoits. 
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Thegfdl  lowing  'are  particulars  of  refuse  and  waste  material 
destroyed  during  .1939 


From 

From 

Pontypridd 

Llantwit 

* • ' 

Area. 

Area. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Refuse  

14.508 

1,231 

Offal  

110 

— 

Total  .. 

14,618 

1,231 

Average  amount  destroyed  per  working  day  from  both 
of  the  above  area’s, "51  tons.'  ' 

, , 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  TIIE  AREA. 

Tlie  following  tables  record  the  work  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors  for  the  year  : — 


TABLE  IV. 

Summary  of  Inspections  and  Revisits  in  the  course  of 
Routine  Work  arid ' Oh  ' Complaint  during  the  year  ended 
Alst  December,  1939  : — ; 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS 

House  Inspection  : 1st  visits  1062 

Revisits  2585 


HOUSING  ACTS 

Slum  Clearance  : 1st  visits 1 

Revisits  8 

Overcrowding:  1st  visits — 

» • . . • . » » 

Revisits 2 

G ••••••*  

Infectious  Disease  . . . .’ 251 

Disinfection  . ; — 32 

r 

Disinfestation'  \ 

Bakehouses  * ;;;; (52 

( - 

eJ’actorieS ; j 37 


Workshops  20 

Outworker  s — 

Common  Lodging  Houses 14 

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings  15 

Canal  Boats  Inspections 43 

Fried  Fish  Shops 107 

Other  Offensive  Trades 26 

Cinemas  and  Theatres 20 

Schools  33 

Cowsheds  . . 45 

Dairies  126 

Milkshops  26 

Knackers’  Yards  14 

Stables  

Pigsties  1 

Re  Refuse  Accommodation 148 

Miscellaneous  528 


Totals 5315 

Milk  Sampling : — 

Graded  Milk ^ 

Ungraded  Milk 39 

Ice-Cream  Samples  

Fruit  Samples  * 

Water  Samples 

Notices  Served  : — 

Informal 605 

Formal  ‘317 

Letters  sent  re  Notices H() 
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TABLE  V. 


SUMMARY  OF  NUISANCES  ABATED  DURING  THE 


YEAR  1939. 


Nuisances 

Abated. 


Insufficient  drainage 19 

Defective  and  choked  drains  76 

Defective  inspection  chambers  6 

Defective  kitchen  sinks  and  waste  pipes  13 

Defective  soilpipes  and  ventilation  shafts 17 

Defective  and  choked  W.C’s  66 

Insufficient  W.C.  accommodation 2o 

Defective  flush  tanks  and  water  fittings  in  W.C's  ....  191 

Yard  surfaces  defective  50 

Defective  roofs  and  chimney  stacks  220 

Defective  rainwater  shutes  and  down-pipes 165 

Defective  external  walls  and  internal  plastering 149 

Defective  and  decayed  woodwork  in  floors,  skirting 

boards,  staircases  and  handrails 38 

Defective  and  decayed  woodwork  in  doors  and  door 

frames  gg 

M indows  : defective  woodwork,  not  made  to  open,  etc.  127 

Fireplaces : defective  brickwork,  broken  firegrates 

and  ovens  

Smoke  nuisances,  including  those  caused  by  defective 

flues  o 


Defective  tile  and  stone  lloors 
Overcrowding  
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Nuisances 

abated. 


Insufficient  lighting  and  ventilation 7 

Dirty  and  verminous  premises  22 

Animals  improperly  kept — 


Stables  : Nuisances  arising  therefrom  — 

Insufficient  refuse  accommodation — 

Accumulations  of  offensive  matter 2 

Walls  abutting  earth  causing  dampness  10 

Insufficient  subsoil  drainage  1 

Defective  and  insufficient  domestic  water  supply  ....  3 

Rats  and  mice  infestation  5 

Breach  of  bye-laws  7 

Breach  of  Factory  and  Workshops’  Regulations — 

Miscellaneous  Nuisances 91 


Total 


1545 


PROSECUTIONS  UNDER  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS,  ETC. 


Nine  prosecutions  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  were 
taken  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  during  1939.  In  each 
instance  the  owner  carried  out  the  works  stipulated  and  the 
summonses  were  withdrawn  on  payment  of  costs. 


CANAL  BOAT  ACTS,  1877  and  1881. 


Inspector  D.  G.  Davies  is  the  appointed  inspector  of 
canal  boats  under  this  Authority.  Seven  canal  boats  operate 
within  the  area.  The  total  number  of  inspections  of  these 
vessels  amounted  to  80  for  the  year  1939.  The  occupants  are 
all  males  ; no.  women  or  children  sleep  on  the  .canal  boats. 

A number  of  minor  infringements  of  the  regulations  were 
satisfactorily  dealt  with. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 


Inspection  of  and  Nuisances  abated  in  Factories  during  1939. 


TABLE  VI. 


TRADES. 


Bakeries 

Dressmakers  

Milliners 

Tailors 

Shoemaking  & repairing 

Sugar  Boiling 

Motor  Repairing  Works 

Fruit  Stores  

Cabinet  Works 

Carpenters  & Joiners  . . 

Rag  Assorting  

Harness  Making  

Smiths 

Printers  

Wheelwrights 

Knackers  

Hay  & Corn  Mills 

Hide  & Skin  Mart 

Gutscrapers  

Aero  Parts 

Steel  Specialities  

Glove  Making  

Brush  Making  

Copygraph 

Building  Contractors  . . 

Paper  Mills 

Silk  Fabrics  

Toy  Maki  ng  


Totals 


Nuisances  Abated. 

w 

£ 

• 

o> 

in 

-H 

o 

<D 

in 

C 

rH 

4h 

O 

O 

£ 

Notices  Serve 

Alter  Closets  clean 
and  repaired. 

Defective  Drains 
repaired. 

Lime-washing 
and  Cleansing. 

Accumulation  ol 
filth,  etc.,  remove 

Structural  defect 
remedied. 

Totals. 

' 

62 

3 

6 

1 

13 

— 

— 

14 

3 

9 

' 





15 

1 

10* 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

1 





— 



1 

1 

5 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

9 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

11 

8 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

9 

11 

<1 

2 

5 

— 

5 

— 

10 

6 

3 

7 

8 
6 
2 
2 
] 
2 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 







z 

z 



1 

1 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

. 



— 

205 

15 

9 

1 

20 

1 

1 

32 

26 


No.  of  Notices  of  Occupation  of  New  Factories  received 

Irom  H.  M.  Inspector  of  Factories 12 

No.  oi  Notices  received  from  FI.  M.  Inspector  of  Factories 

re  defaults 3 

TABLE  VII. 


Administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1931,  and  the 
Factories  Act,  1937  (which  superseded  the  Act  of  1901  on  1st  July,  1938). 
( 1 ) — INSPECTIONS. 


dumber  of 

Premises. 

(!)• 

Inspections. 

(2). 

Written 

Notices. 

(3). 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted. 

(4). 

Factories  with  Mechanical  Power 
Factories  without  Mechanical 

101 

13 

— 

Power 

Other  premises  under  the  Act 
(including  works  of  Building 
and  Engineering  Construction 
but  not  including  outworkers’ 

104 

2 

premises)  

— 

— 

— 

Total  

205 

15 

— 

(2)— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Particulars. 

(1). 

Number  of 
Defects. 

Fh 

2 £ 
rd  CL 

g 00 

„ e« 

^ rj  C 4-J 

° o 2 p 

V 05  4->  o Ti  'Ij 

Found. 

(2). 

Reme- 

died. 

(3). 

£ G 

0 H-l 
|_j 

A ^ 

£ a 

HH 

(4). 

cj  O 0)  ^ o 2 

C G CL  > G .3 

£ O o o g 

Z tJ.  “ ’A  g 

(5). 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l) 

19 

19 

‘ 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  Temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  Ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  Drainage  of  Floors 

(s.6) . 

1 

1 

— 



Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7)  : — 
Insufficient  

1 

2 

— 

— 

Unsuitable  or  Defective  

10 

10 

— 

— 

Not  Separate  for  Sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  (not  including 
offences  relating  to  Home 
Work  or  offences  under  the 
Sections  mentioned  in  the 
Schedule  to  the  Ministry  of 
Health  (Factories  and  Work- 
shops Transfer  of  Powers) 
Order,  1921,  and  re-enacted 
in  the  Third  Schedule  to  the 
Factories  Act,  1937) 

Total  

31 

32 

— 

_ 

CREMATORIUM. 


The  Pontypridd  Crematorium  consists  of  two  cells, 
one  electric  and  one  gas  heated. 

The  number  cf  cremations  shows  a slow'  but  steady 
increase  each  year  ; the  figure  for  1939  being  230,  as  com- 
pared with  204  in  the  previous  twelve  months. 


CAMPING  SITES. 

No  licences  have  been  issued  in  respect  of  camping 
sites  by  the  Local  Authority  ; nor  are  there  any  sites  within 
the  area  which  are  used  for  these  purposes. 


RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT,  1919. 

The  Sanitary  Inspectors  have  visited  premises  and 
given  appropriate  advice  where  rat  or  mice  infestation  wras 
reported.  Help  of  this  kind  has  been  generally  successful, 
and  in  some  cases  squill  rat  poison  has  been  supplied  free  of 
charge. 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

The  two  common  lodging  houses  in  the  Pontypridd 
district  were  frequently  inspected  during  the  year  and  due 
attention  was  given  to  limewashing  of  the  premises  and 
•other  requirements  of  the  Council’s  Bye-laws.  Certificates  of 
registration  in  respect  of  both  premises  were  granted  by 
the  Council  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


VERMINOUS  PREMISES  : ERADICATION  OF  BED 

BUGS. 

The  methods  employed  in  this  locality  for  dealing  with 
verminous  premises  were  outlined  in  my  previous  report.  The 
number  of  premises  dealt  with  during  the  year  under  review 


was  as  follows  : — 

(i)  Council  Houses  4 

(ii)  Other  Houses 18 
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O FFEN SJVE  T HADES. 

The  following  offensive  trades  arc  established  in  the 
district  : — 


Rag  storage  and  sorting 1 

Fell  monger  1 

Gutscraping  1 

Fried-fish  shops 29 

Knackers’  yard 1 

Horse  butchery 1 


The  above  premises  and  trades  are  conducted  in  accord- 
ance with  the  Council’s  bye-laws  framed  for  the  regulation  of 
offensive  trades. 


RENT  AND  MORTGAGE  INTEREST  RESTRICTIONS 


ACTS.  1920  to  1938. 


During  1939  five  applications  were  received  by  the  local 
authority  in  connection  with  the  above  Acts  and  a Certificate 
was  granted  in  each  case.  In  three  instances  applications 
were  received  for  withdrawal  of  Certificates  previously 
granted,  the  necessary  repairs  having  been  carried  out  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  Council. 


SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS. 

Pontypridd  possesses  a municipal  open-air  swimming 
bath  and  a paddling  pool  situated  in  Ynysangharad  Park. 
The  adult  bath  has  a capacity  of  460,000  gallons,  and  the 
juvenile  j:>ool  180.000  gallons. 

A large-capacity  filtration  and  purification  plant  treats 
the  water  of  both  baths  by  chemical  precipitation,  filtration, 
aeration  and  finally  chlorination. 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS. 


1.  INSPECTION  of  dwelling  houses  during 
THE  YEAR  1939 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts) 1062 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  3647 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consoli- 
dated Regulations,  1925  and  1932  Nil. 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose..  Nil. 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as 

to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation Nil. 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of 

those  referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub- 
head) found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reason- 
ably fit  for  human  habitation  605 


2.  REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  DURING  THE  YEAR 
WITHOUT  SERVICE  OF  FORMAL  NOTICES 


Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  ren- 
dered lit.  in  consequence  of  informal  action 
by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers  ....  388 


3.  ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS  DUR- 
ING THE  YEAR 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  lo.  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  . Nil. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  Nil. 

(i>)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  . Nil. 


(2) 


B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 

to  be  remedied 217 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  210 

(b)  By  local  aut  hority  i n default  of  owners  . Nil. 

C.  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ....  7 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  Nil. 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 
ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  made  1 2 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or 
room  having  been  rendered  fit  *s'1  * 

4.  HOUSING  ACT,  1936.— PART  IV.  OVERCROWDING  : 

The  overcrowding  position  in  Pontypridd  remains,  as 
far  as  is  known,  substantially  the  same  as  outlined  in  my  pi  en- 
vious report. 

Any  reduction  in  the  population  caused  by  the  calling-up 
of  men  for  military  service  was  counter-balanced,  n not 
exceeded,  by  an  influx  of  unofficial  evacuees  during  the 
latter  months  of  the  year. 

The  Council  took  no  action  in  1939  in  dealing  with 
overcrowding  under  the  provisions  of  Part  I\  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936. 
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HOUSING  ACT,  1936. 

SLUM  CLEARANCE. 

The  Council’s  scheme  for  the  erection  of  seventy-six 
new  houses  in  Rhydyfelin  met  with  a series  of  delays  from 
various  causes,  mainly  financial,  but  a commencement  was 
finally  made  in  1939  and  a group  of  eighteen  houses  were 
under  construction  on  the  outbreak  of  war.  These  houses 
wereonly  partly  finished  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  no  further 
work  towards  the  complete  scheme  was  proceeded  with. 

No  other  action  in  slum  clearance  took  place  in  1939  in 
this  area. 


COUNCIL  HOUSES. 

Particulars  of  the  dwelling  houses  owned  by  the  Ponty- 
pridd Local  Authority  at  the  enel  of  1939  are  set  out  below  : 


Duffryn  Housing  Estate  496 

Housing  Acts,  1930-1936  92 

Ynys  '-Terrace  28 

Gwernygerwn  6 


Taken  over  by  the  Council  : — 

Small  Dwellings  Acquisition  Acts, 

1899-1923  and  Housing  Act,  1923  38 

Total  060 


FLOODING  OF  HOUSES. 

Important  remedial  works  are  now  being  carrieel  out  in 
the  Trehafod  district  towards  obviating  flooding  from  the 
River  Rhondda. 


OTHER  HOUSING  MATTERS. 

I he  Councils  Ireasurer  and  Valuation  Officer  reports 
that  14  new  dwelling  houses  in  the  locality  were  completed 
m 1939  by  private  enterprise,  in  accordance  with  plans 
approved  by  the  Housing  and  Plans  Committee. 
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Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 


THE  MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  ORDER,  1936. 


Tuberculin  Tested.  Three  licences  to  bottle  and  retail 
this  grade  of  milk  were  approved  by  the  Council  in  1939  ; 
all  were  renewals.  In  addition  one  supplementary  licence 
was  issued. 


Pasteurised.  The  Council  granted  four  licences  to  retail 
milk  under  this  designation.  All  were  renewals. 

Bacteriological  Examination  of  Graded  Milk.  Fifty-two 
samples  of  T.T.  milk  were  submitted  to  the  Cardiff  and 
County  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  analysis  ; of  these, 
48  were  reported  to  be  satisfactory,  while  4 samples  were 
unsatisfactory. 


Twenty  samples  of  Pasteurised  milk  were  similarly 
examined,  of  which  one  was  found  to  be  unsatisfactory. 


MILK  & DAIRIES  ORDER.  1926. 

Milk  Producers.  There  is  no  alteration  in  the  number 
of  registered  milk  producers  in  this  locality. 

Milk  Retailers.  Three  certificates  of  registration  as 
milk  retailers  were  approved  and  issued  by  the  Council  in 
1939  ; one  of  these  represented  a change  of  ownership. 

Bacteriological  Examination  of  Ungraded  Milk.  Thirty  - 
five  samples  of  ungraded  milk  were  submitted  to  the  Cardiff 
Laboratory  for  examination  and  report.  Thirty  of  these 
were  stated  to  be  satisfactory,  while  five  were  unsatisfactory. 

A small  number  of  milk  samples  were  examined  at  the 
above  Laboratory  for  tubercle  bacilli ; all  were  found  to 
be  negative. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds.  The  Sanitary  Inspectors  paid 
45  visits  to  cowsheds  and  dairy  farms  in  the  urban  area, 
and  made  152  inspections  of  dairies  and  milkshops. 

No  new  cowsheds  or  similar  buildings  were  erected  or 
extended  in  1939. 
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INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

Two  of  the  Council’s  three  Sanitary  Inspectors  possess 
the  special  qualification  for  the  examination  of  meat  and 
other  foods  and  this  is  regarded  as  an  important  part  of  their 
duties. 

At  the  outbreak  of  war,  a Government  controlled  scheme 
for  centralising  the  slaughtering  of  food  animals  was  initiated 
and  put  into  operation  in  January,  1940.  The  Council’s 
Public  Abattoir  was  selected  for  this  purpose  to  meet  the 
needs  of  Pontypridd  and  certain  of  the  surrounding  dis- 
tricts. Slaughtering  at  all  private  slaughterhouses  was 
thereupon  discontinued. 

Structural  alterations  were  carried  out  at  the  Abattoir 
Buildings,  an  improved  electric  light  system  was  installed, 
and  the  staff  augmented. 

Visits  and  re-visits  made  to  the  Public  Abattoir  by 


Meat  Inspectors 752 

Visits  and  revisits  made  to  the  private  slaughter- 
houses   1396 

Visits  made  to  other  premises  under  Public  Health 

(Meat)  Regulations  1924 679 
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The  following  are  particulars  of  the  number  of  animals 
slaughtered  for  food  in  Pontypridd  during  the  year  1939  : 


Beasts.  Cows  Calves  Lambs  Pigs  Totals. 


Public  Abattoir 

Private 

Slaughterhouse 

(a) 

Do. 

(b) 

Do. 

(c) 

Do. 

(d) 

Do. 

(e) 

Other  Premises . 

617 

159 

512 

150 



64 

252 

— 

86 

144 

— 

69 

85 

— 

49 

24 

2 

42 

— 

— 



9063 

2653 

13004 

1276 

159 

1649 

1951 

628 

2917 

1304 

288 

1805 

901 

139 

1174 

447 

18 

533 

— 

8 

8 

1272  161  822  14942  3893  21090 
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The  corresponding  table  for  1938  is  included  for  com- 
parison : - 


Sheep  & 

Beasts  Cows  Calves  Lambs  Pigs  Totals 


Public  Abattoir  . . 
Private 

516 

82 

428 

7446 

3473 

11945 

Slaughterhouse  (a) 

170 

— 

73 

1353 

122 

1718 

Do.  (b) 

287 

— 

95 

2377 

875 

3634 

Do.  (c) 

194 

— 

98 

1552 

401 

2245 

Do.  (d) 

46 

— 

41 

507 

91 

685 

Do.  (e) 

20 

— 

39 

391 

53 

503 

Other  Premises  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

103 

103 

Totals  .... 

1233 

82 

774 

13626 

5168 

20833 

Summary  of  Unsound  Meat  and  Other  Foods  Surrendered 
and  Destroyed  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1939  : — 


Tons 

Cwts 

Qrs. 

lbs. 

Public  Abattoir,  Tubercular  Meat . . 

7 

10 
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Public  Abattoii',  Diseased  Meat.  . . . 
Private  Slaughterhouses,  Tubercu- 

6 

3 

— 

2 

lar  Meat  

Private  Slaughterhouses,  Diseased 

3 

4 

1 

1 

Meat 

4 

— 

3 

2 

Cold  Stores,  Chilled  Beef  

Public  Markets,  Other  Foods  .... 

1 

1 

1 

20 

4 

22 

6 

1 

6 

Total  Weight  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods  Surrendered  and 
Destroyed  : — 

Tons 

Cwts 

Qi's. 

lbs. 

Tubei-cular  Meat  

10 

14 

2 

— 

Meat  Other  Diseases  

Damaged  and  Decayed  Fruit  and 

10 

5 

1 

2 

Vegetables  

1 

6 

2 

4 

22 


6 


1 


6 
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The  following  table  shows  the  percentage  figures  for  the 
year  ended  31st  December,  1939,  for  those  carcases  affected 
with  : — 


(1)  Diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis. 

(2)  Tuberculosis. 


Cattle 
(exclud- 
ing cows) 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

& 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  . . 1272 

161 

822 

14942 

3891 

Number  inspected  1272 

161 

822 

14942 

3891 

(l)  All  diseases  other 
than  Tuberculosis: 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned   1 

4 

17 

2 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned.  . 613 

89 

1 

1775 

258 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  dis- 
ease other  than 
Tuberculosis  ....  48.29 

55.28 

0.61 

11.99 

6.68 

(2)  Tuberculosis  only: 
Whole  carcases  con- 
demned   3 

9 

2 

9 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  . . 119 

67 

2 

_ 

385 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  Tu- 
berculosis   9.59 

47.21 

0.49 

9.9 

I he  enquiry  into  the  incidence  of  hydatid  disease  in 
I ood  animals  slaughtered  locally,  which  was  carried  out  for 
the  period  July-December,  1938,  at  the  request  of  the  Welsh 
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Board  of  Health,  was  continued  up  to  the  outbreak  of  war. 
The  results  for  January -August,  1939,  are  recorded  below  : — 


Period. 

Total  Aniin a 1 
carcases 
examined. 

No.  affected 
with  Hydatid 
Disease. 

Presence  of  Hydatid 
Cysts  in  : 
Lungs.  Liver. 

January- 

August, 

1939. 

Cattle  837 

Calves  G36 

Sheep  and 
Lambs  ...  9997 

Pigs  2788 

Cattle  20 

Calves  — 

Sheep  and 

Lambs  757 

Pigs  — 

14 

747 

16 

697 

Totals 14258 

777 

761 

713 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933. 

The  number  of  slaughtermen  holding  valid  licences 
on  December  31st,  1939,  issued  by  the  Pontypridd  Council 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  See.  3 of  the  above  Act 
was  40. 

Three  renewals  of  licences,  as  well  as  one  new  appli- 
cation, were  approved  by  the  Council  in  the  course  ol  the 
year,  and  certificates  granted. 

Section  1 of  the  Act  is  applicable  within  this  area  to 
sheep,  ewes,  wethers,  rams  and  lambs. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (MEAT)  REGULATIONS,  1924. 

Notices  of  intended  slaughter  respecting  103  pigs  were 
received  by  the  Health  Department  in  accordance  with  the 
above  Regulations,  and  all  the  carcases  and  organs  were 
examined  by  members  of  the  Sanitary  staff. 

PLACES  WHERE  POOD  IS  PREPARED  IN  THE  DIS- 
TRICT. 

Fried - fish  shops  . ..  

Butchers  maki  ng  sausages,  faggots,  etc.  26 
Shops  retailing  ice-cream -19 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  (ADULTERATION)  ACT,  1928,  AND 
FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

For  the  period  January  1st  to  September  30th,  1939, 
the  duty  of  submitting  samples  for  analysis  under  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Adulteration  Act,  1928,  was  vested  in  the  Glamor- 
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gan  County  Council,  and  the  Superintendent  ol  Police  “B” 
Division,  Glamorgan  Constabulary,  has  kindly  supplied  the 
following  table  giving  a summary  of  the  articles  sampled 
during  this  period  with  the  results  as  reported  by  the  Public 
Analyst.  All  samples  were  found  to  be  genuine. 


Total 

Article  Analysed.  Samples. 


New  Milk  . 
Butter 

Lard  

Rice  

Tea 

Sugar  

Coffee 

Cake  

Cream 

Tapioca  . . . 
Cordial  . . . 
Corned  Beef 


21 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 . 
1 
1 


On  October  1st,  1939,  the  Pontypridd  Council  took 
over  Food  and  Drugs  functions  for  the  first  time..  The 
Authority’s  Sanitary  Inspectors  were  appointed  Sampling 
Officers  and  the  County  Council  Public  Analysts  continued 
to  act  for  this  district  under  the  new  arrangements. 

During  the  quarter  ended  31st  December,  1939,  the 
following  samples  were  submitted  by  the  Council’s  Sampling 
Officers  and  examined  at  the  County  Public  Health  Labora- 


tory  : — 

Milk  

Sultanas 

Raisins  

Fruit  Salad 
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Of  the  16  samples  of  milk,  10  were  fully  equal  to  legal 
standards.  Six  samples  of  milk  were  reported  upon  as 
containing  added  water.  The  percentage  of  samples  found 
to  be  adulterated  was  30  per  cent,  of  the  total  20  samples 
examined. 

A tabulated  list  of  analyses  is  given  below  : — 


Article  No.  of  Samples  Result  of  Analyses. 


Milk  

10 

Genuine  and  equal  to  required 
standards. 

Milk  

1 1 

Contained  16%  of  added  water. 

Milk  

1 

Contained  23%  of  added  water. 

Milk  

.1 

Contained  23%  of  added  water. 

Milk  

1 

Contained  20%  of  added  water. 

Milk  

1 

Contained  35%  of  added  water. 

Milk  

1 

Contained  22%  of  added  water. 

Sultanas 

2 

Genuine,  containing  32  and  615 
sulphur  dioxide  per  million. 

Raisins  

1 

Genuine,  free  from  sulphites. 

Fruit  Salad  . . 

1 

Genuine,  containing  42  parts  sul- 
phur dioxide  per  million. 

Proceedings 

were 

instituted  and  convictions  obtained 

against  vendors  of  adulterated  milk  as  follows  : — 

No.  1.  Case  dismissed  on  payment  on  analyst’s  fee  of  14s 
No.  2.  Fined  £l  and  ordered  to  pay  analyst’s  fee  of  14s. 
No.  3.  Fined  £l  and  ordered  to  pay  analyst’s  tee  of  14s. 
No.  4.  Fined  £3  and  ordered  to  pay  analyst’s  fee  of  14s. 
No.  5.  Fined  £1  and  ordered  to  pay  analyst’s  fee  of  14s. 

Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over  Infectious 
and  Other  Diseases. 


SMALLPOX. 

No  case  of  smallpox  was  notified  in  1939,  and  no  con- 
tacts from  other  areas  or  from  abroad  were  reported  to  have 
entered  the  town  during  the  year. 

PUBLIC  VACCINATION. 

The  Vaccination  Officer’s  return  for  the  Pontypridd 
District  for  the  twelve  months  ended  31st  December,  1939, 
is  as  follows  : — 

Primary  Vaccinations,  99  ; Re-vaccinations,  o , In 
susecptible,  Nil. 
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ARTIFICIAL  IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA 

AND  MEASLES. 

The  Pontypridd  Council  have  approved  expenditure  in 
connection  Avith  the  prophylactic  inoculation  of  persons 
against  diphtheria.  A course  of  three  injections  of  toxoid- 
anti-toxin  floccules  is  usual.  This  preventive  treatment  is 
given  free  by  the  medical  staff  on  request  or  on  the  adAdce 
of  the  individual’s  medical  jrractitioner.  There  is  little 
demand  on  this  sendee,  and  the  number  of  children  so  treated 
is  negligible. 

Serum  for  the  prophylaxis  or  attenuation  of  measles  is 
now  available  on  a commercial  basis,  but  this  is  not  yet 
utilised  in  any  form  by  the  Local  Authority. 

NON  -NOT  I FIABLE  ACUTE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

A small  AAraAre  of  Influenza  occurred  locally  during  the 
first  tAA'O  months  of  the  year.  Fourteen  deaths  were  regis- 
trred  from  this  disease. 

Measles,  Avhich  Avas  not  notifiable  until  October,  1939, 
was  not  prevalent,  and  no  deaths  Avere  attributed  to  this 
disease. 

Chickenpox  Avas  also  of  low  incidence  : while  Whooping 
Cough,  which  was  non-notifiable  prior  to  October,  1939, 
Avas  above  the  average  in  its  occurrence  and  led  to  tAvo  deaths. 

Summer  Duarrhoea  caused  three  deaths  in  children 
beloAA-  tAAro  years  of  age,  as  compared  with  five  deaths  in  this 
age  period  in  the  previous  year. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  AND  DISINFECTION. 

The  arrangements  and  procedure  outlined  in  my  previous 
reports  continued  in  operation  throughout  the  year. 

The  number  of  disinfections  carried  out  in  1939  is  as 
follows  : — 

No.  of  houses  fumigated  after  infectious  disease 


(scarlet  fever,  diphtheria,  etc.)  197 

No.  of  houses  fumigated  after  pulmonary  tuberculosis  8 

No.  of  houses  fumigated  after  other  diseases  (cancer, 

etc.)  12 

No.  of  houses  from  which  bedding,  infected  clothing, 
etc.,  were  conveyed  for  disinfection  at  the  steam 
disinfector 21 

Sundry  other  disinfections,  books,  etc 245 
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replacement  of  destroyed  redding. 

Under  powers  given  by  Section  167,  s.s.  4,  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  the  Council  authorised  in  three  instances 
the  free  replacement  of  soiled  bedding  which  had  been  destroy- 
ed by  the  order  of  the  Department  on  account  of  infectious 
disease. 

CANCER. 

In  1939,  62  deaths  from  Cancer  (all  forms)  were  recorded 
in  Pontypridd — 25  males  and  37  females — as  compared  with 
totals  of  50  in  the  previous  year,  and  54  in  the  year  1937. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASE  (OTHER  THAN 
TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  THE  YEAR  1939. 


TABLE 

; viii. 

Disease. 

Total 

cases 

Cases 

admitted  to 

Total 

notified. 

hospital. 

deat  hs. 

Smallpox  

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

. 95 

93 

1 

Diphtheria 

. 123 

117 

7 

Enteric  Fever  (including  Para 
typhoid) 

6 

6 

1 

Dysentery  

1 

1 

— 

Puerperal  Pvrexia  

12 

5 

— 

Pneumonia  

34 

— 

23 

Erysipelas  

. 20 

1 

- • 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  . . . , 

7 

4 

— 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro- Spinal  Fever  

4 

3 

X 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1 

1 

— 

Measles  

3 

— 

— 

Totals  

. 306 

231 

33 

TABLE  IX. 

CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  IN  AGE  GROUPS  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1939. 
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* Notifiable  Infectious  Disease  by  Order  of  Minister  of  Health.  The  Measles  and  Whooping  CouMi 

Regulations,  1939,  dated  23rd  October,  1939. 
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TABLE  X. 


CASES  OE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  IN  EACH 
WARD  DURING  THE  YEAR  1939. 


DISEASE. 

Graig. 

C3 

X3 

O 

i— i 

P3 

Town. 

Cilfynydd . 

Trallwn. 

4-P 

(A 

© 

O 

© 

u 

H 

Rhydyfelin 

i . 

M 

C3 

-P 

O 

H 

Scarlet  Fever 

22 

26 

2 

7 

14 

8 

16 

95 

Diphtheria 

29 

39 

2 

2 

4 

14 

33 

123 

Puerperal  Pvreia 

2 

2 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

12 

Pneumonia  

3 

8 

1 

6 

9 

3 

4 

34 

Erysipelas  

1 

1 

2 

3 

6 

3 

4 

20 

O ] )ht  halmia  Neonatorum 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

7 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

J. 

6 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  . . 

2 



1 

1 

4 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  .... 

— 

* 

— 



1 

— 

— 

1 

Measles 

1 

2 

3 

T)vsfvn  tfTv 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis : Respira- 

tory)  

5 

4 

2 

2 

13 

8 

9 

43 

Tuberculosis  : (Non-Re- 

spiratory)  

3 

1 

— 

3 

2 

2 

2 

13 

Totals 

71 

81 

12 

27 

52 

42 

77 

362 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  TREATED  AT  COUNCIL’S 
ISOLATION  HOSPITAL,  TONTEG. 


The  following  table  gives  the  number  ol  cases  treated  in 
the  Isolation  Hospital  during  the  year  1939 

No.  of  cases  remaining  in  hospital  at  end  of  1938.  ...  29 

*No.  of  cases  admitted  during  1939  (including  diph- 
theria “carrieis”  and  observation  enteritis  cases)  253 

No.  of  cases  remaining  in  hospital  at  end  of  1939.  ...  26 
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The  following  shows  the  nature  of  the  cases  admitted 


during  the  year  : — 

^Scarlet  lfover 107 

*Diphtheria 124 

Diphtheria  “carriers”  8 

Enteric  Fever  0 

Enteritis  (Observation)  3 

Erysipelas  1 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  3 

D\  s enter  y 1 

Total  253 


'•'Includes  14  scarlet  fever  and  7 diphtheria  cases  admitted 
from  other  areas. 


SCARLET  FEVER. 

There  was  a big  reduction  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
this  disease  notified  during  the  year ; 95  as  compared  with 
421  in  1938,  and  381  in  1937. 

Admissions  to  lonteg  Isolation  Hospital  numbered  93, 
while  two  patients  were  nursed  at  home.  The  Council’s 
hospital  also  accepted  14  cases  of  scarlet  fever  from  adjoining 
Authorities.  No  death  occurred,  nor  were  any  serious  com- 
plications observed. 


DIPHTHERIA. 

^IC  ’ncldence  °*  this  disease  was  shove  the  average; 
-3  cases  were  notified,  and  ol  these  117  were  accommodated 
at  lonteg  Isolation  Hospital,  5 were  treated  at  Caerphilly  or 
L antrisant  Isolation  Hospitals,  while  one  patient  was  nursed 


Seven  cases  from  adjoining  areas  were  accepted  for 
tieatmcnt  at  lonteg  Isolation  Hospital. 

Seven  deaths  took  place  from  diphtheria  and  its  com- 
plications. No  operations  for  tracheotomy  were  performed. 

. Jn  ad.dit|on  “carriers”  to  the  number  of  eight  were 
d i sea se"  a * if  ol  the  tabbing  of  contacts  of  this 

Ihev  rf’,  ? °J  t le'Se  Were  re]novcd  to  hospital  where 
t Jiey  remained  under  treatment  until  free  from  infection 
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ENTERIC  FEVER. 

Six  eases  were  notified  in  the  course  of  the  year,  and 
all  were  treated  at  Tonteg  Isolation  Hospital.  Four  of  these 
were  members  of  one  family,  and  although  a full  investigation 
was  made  it.  was  not  possible  to  trace  the  cause  of  the  infec- 
tion with  certainty. 

All  these  patients  were  cases  of  Para- typhoid -B,  and 
no  deaths  occurred. 

In  addition  to  the  above  three  doubtful  cases  were  ad- 
mitted for  observation,  but  in  no  instance  was  the  diagnosis 
confirmed. 

ERYSIPELAS. 

Of  the  20cases  notified,  only  one  was  admitted  to  Tonteg 
Isolation  Hospital,  the  remainder  being  nursed  at  home. 
The  Council’s  Health  Visitors  paid  domiciliary  visits  to  all 
patients. 

CEREE RO-SPINAL  FEVER. 

Sporadic  cases  are  occasionally  met  with  in  this  area, 
and  four  notifications  of  this  disease  were  received  in  the 
course  of  the  ) ear  ; three  of  these  were  treated  at  Tonteg 
Isolation  Hospital,  while  one  was  sent  to  the  Cardiff  Isola- 
tion Hospital  for  treatme  nt.  Three  made  good  leeoveries, 
and  one  death  took  place. 

dysentery. 

One  case  of  clinical  dysentery  was  notified  and  treated 
at  the  Council’s  Isolation  Hospital.  The  patient  recovered. 

PNEUMONIA. 

Tire  number  of  notifications  of  acute  pneumonia,  primary 
or  influenzal,  was  34  ; a figure  somewhat  above  the  average 
for  the  Area.  Deaths  in  103!)  from  pneumonia,  all  forms, 
totalled  23  ; as  compared  with  21  in  the  previous  year. 

Hospital  treatment  was  not  provided  by  the  Council 
for  any  of  the  above  cases. 

ACUTE  POLIOMYELITIS. 

One  case  of  this  disease  was  notified,  a child  ten  years 
of  age  ; this  patient  was  removed  to  Cardiff  City  Isolation 
Hospital  for  treatment,  and  a comparatively  good  recovery 
was  made.  The  after-care  of  this  school  child  was  later 
undertaken  by  the  Orthopaedic  Department  of  the  School 
Medical  Service. 
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ENCEPHALITIS  LETHARGICA. 

No  cases  of  encephalitis  lethargica  were  notified  locally, 
nor  were  any  deaths  in  this  area  attributed  to  the  late  effects 
of  this  disease  during  the  year. 

MEASLES  AND  WHOOPING  COUGH. 

These  two  diseases  became  generally  notifiable  under 
the  Ministry’s  Order  of  October  23rd,  1939,  and  the  required 
procedure  to  inform  medical  practitioners  and  the  public 
was  promptly  undertaken.  The  number  of  notifications 
received  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  was  3,  and  nil,  respectively. 


OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 
TABLE  XI. 


Cases. 

Vision 

Un-im- 

paired. 

Vision 

Im- 

paired. 

Total 

Blind- 

ness. 

Treated. 

1 

Deaths. 

Noti- 

fied. 

At 

Home. 

In  Hos- 
pital. 

7 

' 

3 

4 

7 1 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  Dining  1939. 
TABLE  XII. 


Age  Periods. 

New  Cases.  1 

Deaths. 

Respira- 

tory. 

Non- 

Respira- 

tory. 

Respira- 

tory. 

Non- 
Respira- 
tor y. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1 year  . . 

1 to  5 years  . . 

2 

5 to  15  years  

1 

2 

2 

1 

15  to  25  years  

10 

4 

2 

o 

Q 

25  to  35  years  

4 

11 

1 

1 

35  to  45  years  

3 

1 

1 

n 

45  to  55  years  . . . 

3 

1 

1 

2 

O 

55  to  65  years  

3 

1 

i 

1 

A 

65  and  upwards  

Totals 

24 

19 

3 

10 

12 

14 

2 

4 
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NOTIFICATION. 

During  tire  year  1939,  thirty-two  deaths  from  Tuber- 
culosis (all  forms)  were  registered,  of  which  29  (or  90-6  per 
cent.)  were  already  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

TUBERCULOSIS  DEATH  RATES. 

The  local  death-rate  from  tuberculosis  per  1,000  of  the 
population  for  1939  and  the  previous  four  years  was  as 
follows  : — 


1939 

1938 

1937 

1936 

1935 

Respiratory  .... 

0.67 

0.93 

0.99 

0.7 

0.75 

Non-respiratory . . 
All  forms  of  Tu- 

0.1 5 

0.24 

0.14 

0.22 

0.19 

berculosis  . . 

0.83 

1.17 

1.13 

0.92 

0.94 

THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PREVENTION  OF 

TUBERCULOSIS)  REGULATIONS,  1925. 

The  Local  Authority  took  no  action  under  the  Regu- 
lations during  the  year. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1925— SECTION  62. 

AND  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936— SECTION  172. 

No  action  was  taken  under  this  head  by  the  Health 
Department  in  1939. 


TABLE  XIII. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1939. 

Cause  of  Death.  Male.  Female.  Total 


Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers 

Measles  

Scarlet  fever 

Whooping  cough  

Diphtheria 


47 


TABLE  XIII. — Continued. 
CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1939. 


Cause  of  Death. 


Male.  Female.  Total 


Influenza  

7 

7 

1 I 

Encephalitis  lethargica  . . 

l-± 

Cerebo-spinal  fever  , 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system. 

Other  tuberculous  diseases/. 

Syphilis  

General  paralysis  of  the  insane:  tabes 

dorsalis  .... 

12 

2 

1 

1 

25 

2 

i 

14 

4 

1 

1 

Oi^ 

O ( 

1 

26 

6 

2 

Cancer,  malignant  disease  . . 
Diabetes  

62 

Cerebral  haemorrhage,  etc. 
Fleart  disease 
Aneurysm 

2 5 
75 

22 

44 

4 

47 

119 

Other  circulatory  diseases  .... 
Bronchitis 

19 

25 

1 9 

0 

25 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

1 1 

40 

Other  respiratory  diseases 
Peptic  ulcer 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2 years)  .... 
Appendicitis  . . . 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

5 

5 

2 

1 

1 J 

I 

3 

t 

13 

5 

6 
3 
3 

Other  diseases  of  liver,  etc 

Other  digestive  diseases 

Acute  and  chronic  nephritis  . . 
Puerperal  sepsis  

2 

o 

M 

3 

i 

4 

6 

1 

3 

6 

15 

Other  puerperal  causes 

2 

o 

3 

18 

Congenital  debility,  premature  birth, 
malformations,  etc 

1 fi 

O 

Senility  . . 

a 

21 

1 

4 

O Q 

Suicide  

Other  violence  

Other  defined  diseases 

3 

15 

IS 

3/ 

4 

19 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown .... 

Zo 

1 

2 

46 

1 

5 

Diarrhoea  2 years  and  over 

3 

48 


TABLE  XIV. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  TIIE  YEAR  1939. 
DEATHS  AT  VARIOUS  AGES  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Under  1 week. 

1 — 2 weeks. 

2 — 3 weeks. 

3 — 4 weeks. 

Total  under 
4 weeks. 

4 weeks  and 
under  3 months. 

3 months  and 
under  6 months. 

6 months  and 
under  9 months. 

9 months  and 
under  12  months. 

Total  Deaths 
under  one  year. 

All  causes  : 

Certified 

11 

2 

2 

1 

16 

6 

7 

5 

3 

37 

Uncertified  .... 

Smallpox  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Chickenpox  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles  

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough  .... 

Diphtheria  & Croup.  . 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas  

Abdominal 

Tuberculosis  .... 

Tuberculous 

Meningitis  

Other  Tubercular 

Diseases 

Meningitis  (not  Tuber- 
culous)   

— 

Convulsions  

1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

2 

3 

— 

2 

9 

Laryngitis  

— 

Bronchitis  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

7 

Diarrheoa  

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

, 

— 

— 

1 

Enteritis  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Gastritis  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Syphilis  



— 

■ 

Rickets  

— 

Suffocation,  Overlying 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ 

Injury  at  Birth 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

' 

Atelectasis 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

' 

Congenital  Malforma- 
tions   

1 

. 



1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

■ — - 

O 

Premature  Birth  .... 

5 

1 

— 

■ — - 

6 

1 

1 

1 

— 

9 

Atrophy,  Debility  & 
Marasmus  

2 

— 



— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

3 

Other  Causes 

1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

' 

1 

1 

4 

Totals 

11 

2 

2 

1 

16 

6 

7 

5 

3 

37 
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TABLE  XV. 

INFANTILE  MORTLAITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1939. 
DEATHS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE  IN  THE  SEVERAL 

WARDS. 

No.  of 
Deaths. 

Graig  12 

Rhondda  5 

Town  ] 

Cilfynydd  3 

Trail wn  7 

Treforest  2 

Rhvdyfelin  7 


Total  for  URBAN  DISTRICT 


37 
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BIRTH-RATES,  DEATH-RATES,  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY, 
MATERNAL  DEATH-RATES,  AND  CASE-RATES  FOR  CERTAIN 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  THE  YEAR  1939. 


ENGLAND  AND  WALES, 


LONDON, 


12(3  GREAT  TOWNS  AND 


148  SMALLER  TOWNS. 


(Provisional  figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns). 


1 

England 

12(5 
County 
Boro’s  & 

148 

Smaller 

Towns 

(Resident 

London 

Ponty-  1 and 

Gi-eat 

Popula- 

Admin- 

pridd  Wales. 

Towns 

tions 

istra- 

1 

including 

London. 

25.000  to 

50.000  at 
Census). 

tive 

County. 

Rates  per  1,000  Population. 


Births  : 

12.3 

Live  

14.3 

15.0 

14.8 

15.6 

Still  

0.83 

0.59 

0.59 

0.57 

0.44 

DEATHS : 

11.9 

All  Causes  

14.(3 

12.1 

12.0 

11.2 

Typhoid  & Par- 

0.00 

0.00 

atyphoid  fevers  . 

0.02 

0.00 

0.00 

Measles  

0.00 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

Scarlet  Fever 

0.02 

0.01 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Whooping  Cough  . 

0.05 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

0.03 

Diphtheria 

0.18 

0.05 

0.05 

0.04 

0.02 

Influenza  

0.18 

0.21 

0.19 

0.20 

0.18 

NOTIFICA- 
TIONS : 

Smallpox  

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

2.48 

1.81 

1.9(3 

1.78 

1.53 

Diphtheria 

3.23 

1.14 

1.21 

1.1(3 

0.98 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

0.1(3 

0.04 

0.03 

0.04 

0.03 

Erysipelas  

0.52 

0.34 

0.46 

0.31 

0.37 

Pneumonia  

0.89 

1.02 

1.21 

0.89 

0.99 
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BIRTH-BATE,  DEATH-RATE,  etc. — Continued. 


Ponty- 

England 

and 

126 
County 
Boro’s  & 
Great 

148 

Smaller 

Towns 

(Resident 

Popula- 

London 

Admin- 

pridd. 

Wales. 

Towns 

tions 

istra- 

including 

London. 

25.000  to 

50.000  at 
1931 
Census). 

tive 

County. 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births. 


Deaths  under  1 year 
of  age  

67.7 

50 

53 

40 

48 

Deaths  from  : 

Diarrhoea  and  En- 
teritis under  2 
years  of  age  ... 

5.5 

4.6 

6.3 

3.0 

8.2 

MATERNAL 
MORTALITY  : 
Puerperal  Sepsis.  . 
Others  

3.66 

5.49 

0.77 

2.16 

Not  av 

ailable. 

Total  

9.15 

2.93 

Rates  per  1,000  Total  Births  (i.e.  Live  and  Still). 


MATERNAL 
MORTALITY  : 
Puerperal  Sepsis.  . 

3.4 

0.74 

Others  

Total  

NOTIFICA- 
TIONS : 

Puerperal  Fever.  . 

5.2 

8.6 

2.08 

2.82 

Not  av 

ailable. 

Puerperal 

pyrrexia  ... 

| 20.76 

14.35 

17.26 

12.99 

1 ' f 


